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November 18 is African Statistics Day. It is celebrated every year to increase public awareness about the 
important role which statistics play in all aspects of social and economic life in Africa, as elsewhere.  

The domains of statistics are very wide. The annual celebrations therefore focus on specific topical issues. The 
focus this year is on gender statistics, which are crucial for the achievement of national, regional and 
international goals for promoting gender equality, including the Dakar and Beijing Platform for Action, the 
Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in Africa, and the Millennium Development Goals, among others. With 
this focus on gender statistics, the theme for this year’s celebrations is “Making every woman and man count: 
Engendering statistics for better development outcomes”. This theme was chosen to draw attention to the 
importance of gender responsive statistics to tackle gender inequalities and women’s empowerment issues in all 
sectors of socio-economic development processes. 

It also provides an opportunity to get buy-in from policy makers on the urgent need to institutionalize the 
integration of gender in national statistical systems from the frameworks, methodologies, and approaches for 
data collection, to the analysis and use of gender statistics.  

Gender statistics are the key to gender equality 

Gender statistics are not an isolated field. They are part and parcel of statistics and cut across traditional fields of 
statistics, such as economics, agriculture, health and employment. They add value to the conventional statistics 
systems in that they recognize and understand the gender differentials and the power relationships between 
women and men, girls and boys and the resulting gender inequalities. In doing so, gender statistics inform the 
formulation of appropriate policies and programmes to tackle gender inequalities. 

The development dividend of gender equality has been widely documented in such reports as “The State of Food 
and Agriculture 2010-2011:Women in Agriculture – Closing the Gender Gap for Development,” which suggests 
that closing the gender gap in agricultural inputs alone could lift 100 – 150 million people out of poverty. It is 
worth noting that gender statistics go beyond disaggregating statistics by sex. Rather, gender statistics involve 
adequate reflection of the situation of women and men, and boys and girls in all sectors of socio-economic and 



 

political development, allowing for a systematic identification and analysis of gender issues with the view to 
tackling them. This provides an unbiased basis for evidence-based policy formulation and decision-making. 
Some policies may affect men and women differently. Some services are consumed differently by men and 
women. There may be unhealthy gender-based stereotypes. Engendered statistical data provide unbiased 
information to monitor and evaluate policies and actions, as well as their impacts on the lives of women and 
men, and boys and girls.  

Challenges of Producing Gender Sensitive Data in Africa  

While progress has been made by many African countries to collect statistics in education, health, a lot still 
needs to be done to collect data on gender issues, including time-use, violence against women and employment. 
Qualitative gender statistics are also missing. This lack of gender statistics in countries represents a significant 
gap in statistical systems and a big challenge to evidence-based policy formulation and equitable distribution of 
resources and opportunities. It is therefore a major challenge for overall socio-economic development of many 
African countries. Addressing such challenges requires both an institutional and technical change which enables 
a systematic integration of gender into the methodologies, approaches and tools for data collection, analysis and 
use.  

The African Programme on Gender Statistics 

To deal with the challenges of producing gender statistics, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA), the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the African Union Commission (AUC) have embarked on a 
regional programme on gender statistics known as the Africa Programme on Gender Statistics (APGS), in 
collaboration with Regional Economic Communities and United Nations agencies.  Under this programme, 
current and planned initiatives aimed at the development of gender statistics are being brought together to avoid 
duplication of efforts and optimize the use of available resources, in order to make significant and sustainable 
improvements in gender statistics in Africa.  The Programme identifies a set of strategies for achieving its 
objectives including advocacy, capacity building and research, regional partnership and coordination, and 
reporting and dissemination of gender statistics at the country and regional levels. APGS covers a six-year 
period starting from 2012, and it is aligned with the Strategy on the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa 
(SHaSA).    
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