
 

Session 2. The theory and practice of environmentally-extended supply-

use tables 
 

Questions from participants 

 

Question 1. The “Production boundary” is supposed to apply to SUTs (SNA-based), what is the 

“boundary” for the EE-SUTs, i.e. what is the exact expansion of the “production boundary”? 

The production boundary in the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) is the 

same as in System of National Accounts (SNA). Both cover the products circulating within the 

economy in monetary measures (e.g. $).  

The expansion in the SEEA is in the coverage of products in physical measures (kg, litres, etc.) as 

well as the coverage of natural inputs (the flows from the environmental to the economy) and 

the residuals (the flows from the economy to the environment). Both the natural inputs and the 

residuals can be measured in physical and monetary terms. 

 

Question 2. What information do we expect to get from household and industry surveys that have 

not been used by SUTs thus can be used for EE-SUTs? 

The surveys can provide information on the physical flows to households and industry from the 

environment and from households and industry to the environment. Information on the 

processes or technology used in households or industry (e.g. irrigation methods in agriculture or 

use of water saving devices in households) can also help with generating physical estimates of 

use. 

 

Question 3. In terms of the environment data, will EE-SUTs help to cross check the consistency of 

the data like in SUTs? How? 

Information on the physical flows of products based on environmental data in combination with 

information on prices can be used to check the monetary flows in the SUTs of the national 

accounts. For example, if the environmental data shows flows of 1000 kg and the price is 

US$2/kg but the SUTs in the national accounts show a flow of US$200, then there is an 

inconsistency that needs to be checked. 

 

Question 4. Could you please provide in details the indicators to compile EE-SUTs.  

I am not clear on this question. If indicators means the data needed to compile the accounts, 

then we will be covering in the thematic accounts (e.g. water, energy, emissions) in more detail. 



Question 5. Are the Business Sector Classification in the SNA exactly the same for the SEEA 

Framework? 

The classifications used in the SNA and SEEA are the same for industry (i.e. International 

Standard Industry Classification) and sector (i.e. corporations, government, not-for-profit 

institutions supporting households (NPISH) and households).  

 

Question 6. How relevant is Administrative data in comparison to surveys when compiling 

environmental accounts? 

Administrative and survey data are both important for environmental accounts. When we look 

at the individual accounts (e.g. water, energy, forests) we will look mare at the data sources. 

 

Question 7. Do we have to collect and compile more data to avoid the complicated tables? We will 

never have complete data, so what can be the more prioritized data so that we could make 

assumptions to others? 

There will never be perfect data and it will be necessary to prioritize data. The first task is to 

prioritize the thematic accounts (e.g. water, energy, forests) and then within these the main 

supplies of natural resources (e.g. forestry, mining) and the main suppliers of products (e.g. 

water supply, electricity and forestry industries). The large users are then important (e.g. 

agriculture, manufacturing, households). We will look more at this in the individual accounts. 

 

Question 8. What are the major challenges in collecting environmental data using surveys from 

previous experiences? 

A key issue is that many respondents may not be able to report accurately on the physical use of 

products or natural resources. They are likely never to have been asked to recall and record such 

information. In such cases it is suggested that advanced notice is given of the survey (e.g. a 

letter is sent ahead of the arrival of the survey saying that they will be receiving a survey in the 

future and asking that they start to take notice of their activities and, if necessary, keep records 

(especially for business surveys). 

 

Question 9. How do we value natural assets?  

Valuation of assets is covered in the SEEA in chapter 5. This course is focused on the 

environment SUTs and we will not be covering this aspect of the SEEA.  

 

Question 10. For example: An enterprise of aluminum. They use from the nature bauxite to produce 

alumina and the final good aluminum. In this process they usually produce high CO2 emissions. 

Practically how can we register this information on Supply and Use Tables? how to evaluate? 



In this example, the bauxite would be recorded as use of natural resource by the mining 

industry. The bauxite would then be recorded as supply by the mining industry to the metals 

manufacturing industry. The metals manufacturing industry would as use electricity supplied by 

the electricity industry. The emissions of CO2 would be recorded as flow of residuals by the 

electricity industry to the environment. The aluminum produced would be shown as a supply by 

the metals manufacturing industry to other industries, households, etc. 

 

Question 11. Some countries use boreholes, rivers and other sources of water for consumption. 

How can we account that if this information is not captured in surveys and annual reports of the 

companies? 

We will cover data sources and methods related to this in the water accounting session.  

 

Question 12. How can we use environmental accounting, to design mitigation measures that are 

proportional to their respective environmental impacts? 

How to use environmental accounts is something that will be briefly covered in the thematic 

accounts (e.g. water, energy, forests, etc.) and the last two sessions will be devoted to this topic. 

 

Question 13. Can we consider Environmental Accounting as Satellite Account? 

Environmental accounts can be considered satellite accounts to the System of National 

Accounts. 

 

 


