
Session 6. Land Accounts 
 

Questions from participants 

 

Question 1. Between National Accounts Section and Environment Statistics Section, where should we 

placed these activities? 

The production of environmental accounts can occur in either the national accounts or 

environmental statistics sections of agencies. If production occurs in the environmental statistics 

area, then they will need to work closely with the national accounts area. Conversely if it occurs in 

the national accounts area, then they will need to work closely with the environment statistics area. 

In training on environmental accounts, we usually suggest that statistical agencies send one person 

from each area.   

Production of accounts can also occur outside of statistical agencies, as happens, for example, in 

Botswana, South Africa and Rwanda. 

It is also possible for production of accounts to be split between different agencies. For example, in 

Australia the physical supply and use table for water is produced at the Australian Bureau of 

Statistics, while the water asset account is produced by the Bureau of Meteorology.  

 

Question 2. What can we use in national accounts from accounting of land use and land cover? 

National accounts should be able to the land cover and land use accounts to check information on 

primary production in agriculture and forestry as well as own-account production of these goods by 

households. 

Question 3. I would like to know in Australia the periodicity of the survey and census. 

The Australia Population Census is conducted every 5 years. For more information see 

http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/Home/Census?OpenDocument&ref=topBar  

 

The Agriculture Census is also every 5 years. There is also a large annual Agricultural Survey. For 

more information see: http://www.abs.gov.au/Agriculture   

 

  

http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/Home/Census?OpenDocument&ref=topBar
http://www.abs.gov.au/Agriculture


Question 4. Do we consider only land covered by surface water and do not take into account land 

covered by boreholes? 

The area taken up by boreholes would be very small compared to surface water. The boreholes 

would essentially be point data. Their location may be recorded and included in accounts but 

probably not as a land cover. For land use, if a water supplier operates on the land with the 

borehore, then the land use would be recorded as a use by the water supply industry. 

 

Question 5. If grasslands are lost to farmland, is it a transaction? 

The conversion of grassland to farmland would be a transaction. In this the environment might 

supply the land and then the agriculture industry would use the land. In this, the land accounts are 

not presented as a supply use table (the environment would supply all land) but as a type of asset 

account. The land cover change matrix is a type of supply-use table and a similar land use change 

matrix could be prepared. 

 

Question 6. Using land accounts by counting each usage of the land surface and sum-up, we may have 

the total land area of the country greater than the known actual land of the country due to mountains 

and hills. Can this be a contradiction with the actual data? 

This situation has actually occurred in Humachal Pradesh, a state of India! In 2 dimensions the state 

is 55,673 km2 but in 3 dimensions it is 86,384 km2. See presentation made to the 20th Meeting of 

London Group on Environmental Accounting: 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/londongroup/meeting20/LG20_3_10.pdf  

Also see Accounting for Forests in Himachal Pradesh 

https://www.wavespartnership.org/en/knowledge-center/accounting-forests-himachal-pradesh-

feasibility-and-planning-study  

 

Question 7. How can we account for geothermal wells that are drilled up to 3,000m underground? 

The top of the well would be a point on the surface, so like water boreholes, would not be a 

significant land cover or use. The points could be recorded in an accounting format. Also like 

water, if the well occurs on a property operated by an energy supplier, then the land use for the 

parcel would be recorded as a use by the energy industry. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/londongroup/meeting20/LG20_3_10.pdf
https://www.wavespartnership.org/en/knowledge-center/accounting-forests-himachal-pradesh-feasibility-and-planning-study
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