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Question 1. Is there any relationship between order of six FDES components and their importance? 

Answer: Order was not chosen by importance as there is no relationship between order and 

importance. Component 1 (Environmental Conditions and Quality) is at the center of FDES 

component diagram because it sets the foundation for the remaining components and is linked 

to each of them.  

 

 

Question 2. At the national level, how countries collect and manage environment statistics? 

Answer: Environment statistics cover a wide range of information and are multi- and 

interdisciplinary in nature. They originate from a variety of institutions that collect data and, 

similarly, numerous methods are used to compile them. Therefore how countries collect and 

manage environment statistics depends a lot on their own situation. There is no recipe that can 

apply to all countries. However there are some general steps that countries can follow: 

- Often there are national agencies collecting the data, but they are not sharing it. It is thus 

important for countries to conduct an assessment of environment statistics at the national 

level. UNSD developed the Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool (ESSAT) for this 

purpose. The assessment should be led by the NSO, or depending on the country, by the 

Ministry of Environment, and should include all stakeholders of environment statistics. 

- To conduct such an assessment, a working group or committee comprising all stakeholders 

is needed. We would therefore advise countries to create such a group or committee. This 

group should be responsible for the coordination of environment statistics in the country. It 

can also include the users of environment statistics to identify the users’ needs. In most 

countries such groups meet twice a year. 

- Once the assessment is done and the priority statistics have been selected, it is important to 

decide how the information should be shared. Some countries use a gentlemen’s agreement 

and the NSO collects data once a year from the agencies and use a meeting to validate the 



data. Other countries use more formal settings with memoranda of understanding between 

the agencies. 

- Finally this work can be used to produce a compendium of environment statistics every year 

or every two years. This is a good way to get feedback from the users and improve the 

quality of the data. 

Of course there are many other things to think about, like the inclusion of environment statistics 

in the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS), getting political support, the 

use of a common methodology in all agencies and so on. However, these steps have been taken 

by many countries recently and they have been able to improve greatly their production of 

environment statistics.  

 

Question 3. Is there any country that has already tested FDES 2013?   

Answer: Many countries have already tested the FDES 2013. For instance five Member States of 

the East African Community (EAC), that is Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda, have 

recently starting using the FDES 2013 to develop environment statistics in their country. Also 

using the steps shown in Question 2, they have made impressive progress in two years, with 

almost all of them now publishing a compendium of environment statistics. 

 


