
Section 3 : FDES Component 1 – Environmental Conditions and Quality 

(FDES Chapter 3) 
* Page numbers in the answers refer to official FDES 2013  

 

1. Ture or False? 

a. The source of data for the FDES Component 1: Environmental Conditions and Quality is 

usually statistical survey  

Answer: False (3.6 on page 50) 

b. The FDES Sub-component 1.1: Physical Conditions is designed to capture physical aspects of 

the environment that change relatively slowly to human influences  

Answer: True (3.9 on page 51) 

c. Statistics on stocks of mineral resources is included in the FDES Topic 1.1.3: Geological and 

geographical information  

Answer: False (3.16 on page 55) 

2. Depending on location and purpose, air quality monitoring stations may be impact, regional or 

background stations. Which of following statements best describes the background stations?  

a. Located in places that are not directly affected by pollution sources. This type of monitoring 

stations measure how the pollution is transported and changes through space and time 

b. Located near major sources of pollution and measure the direct impact on local air quality  

c. Located in places that are not directly affected by human activities and provide data on 

natural conditions. Concentration changes measured in this type of monitoring stations 

usually slow and reflect the combined impact of human and natural processes 

Answer: c (3.53 on page 70)  

3. Match FDES topics on the left side with the appropriate sources of methodological guidance on the 

right side 

a. Topic 1.1.4 Soil characteristics i. IUCN Red List 
b. Topic 1.2.1 Land cover ii. FAO LCCS 
c. Topic 1.2.2 Ecosystems and biodiversity iii. Harmonised World Soil Database 

Answer: a-iii, b-ii and c-i (3.19 on page 57, 3.30 on page 61, 3.36 on page 64) 

4. Fill the blank below with the most appropriate ecosystem component  

_____ plays a critical role in regulating weather and atmospheric processes, absorb 30% of 

emitted carbon dioxide and is a fundamental part of the water cycle. Data sources for quality 

statistics on this can come from national but also from international monitoring systems 

a. Forest 

b. Lake 

c. Ozone layer 

d. Ocean  

Answer: d (3.62-65 on page 74)  

5. Due to the nature of environmental media, seasonal variation or local variation, it is not always 

possible to develop figures that are representative at the national level. For which of following 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ENVIRONMENT/fdes.htm


statistics, it is difficult to obtain representative figures at the national level due to above-mentioned 

reasons?  

a. Concentration level of nitrogen (under Statistical topic: Fresh water quality) 

b. Contaminated sites (under Statistical topic: Soil pollution)  

c. Protected forest area (under Statistical topic: Forests) 

d. Coastal area (under Statistical topic: Geological and geographical information) 

Answer: a, b (3.53 on page 70)  

6. Which concept best describes statement below?  

A dynamic complex of plant, animal and microorganism communities and their non-living 

surrounding interacting as a functional unit 

a. Environment 

b. Ecosystem 

c. Biological diversity 

Answer: b (2.8 on page 40) 

 


