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Background In the global sustainable development agendas and goals, environmental sustainability is 
recognized as one of the three pillars that are critical to the human well-being. The issues are 
urgent and emerging. For example, disasters triggered by rapid-onset natural hazards such as 
floods forced 1.1 million people in Africa to migrate in 2015.  Besides, a spell of extended 
droughts and vegetation change from climate change are pushing many more people to the brink 
of famine. The continent is already experiencing population pressure on the environment such as 
urban pollution, deforestation and loss of top soil and underground water and the situation will 
only exacerbate as its population is expected to be doubled by 2050. This suggests a high 
demand for the related information and statistical data on environment. At the same time, 
however, the development of environment statistics is still in a very early stage on the continent. 
The statistical capacity on the continent is still at a low level especially in the environmental 
domain. The gap between information need and supply is striking.  
 
At the global level, the Framework for Development of Environment Statistics (FDES 2013) was 
endorsed by the 44th session of the Statistical Commission as the framework for strengthening 
environment statistics programmes in countries. The FDES is a multi-purpose conceptual and 
statistical framework which sets out the scope of environment statistics, and is an organizing 
structure to guide the data collection and compilation at the national level. At the national level, 
more and more national statistics offices (NSOs) have started to create a separate environment 
statistics unit to dedicate more focused efforts and raise the status of the domain. Strengthening 
capacity to produce environment statistics and integrate them with socio-economic data within 
the National Statistical System (NSS) has received a particular attention in developing countries 
whose statistical capacity is low and resources are already stretched out. Some countries have 
been participating in various technical assistance and capacity building projects that have an 
emphasis on enhancing African countries’ capacity in the area of environment statistics. 
 
To reach out to all the African countries, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA), jointly with the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UN Environment), is organizing a capacity building training 
programme on the FDES in Africa which will benefit from the support of the United Nations 
Development Account (DA) 10th tranche programme. The programme will combine e-training, 
face-to-face session, and follow-up national workshop sessions and on-site technical assistance. 
The e-training will be conducted through an online platform (i.e. WebEx) and reach to a large 
group of people in NSOs and related line ministries in all African countries. Based on the 
outcomes of assessment on technical knowledge (e-training), data availability, existing 
institutional set-up and relevant on-going projects, a number of selected countries will be invited 
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to take part in face-to-face session, and supported with national workshops and on-site technical 
assistance with the view to help them achieve the goal of compiling a compendium on a selected 
set of environment statistics by the participating countries. 
 
Objective of the training and technical assistance programme (1) The e-training: To increase the awareness of the important role of environment statistics 

and the needed knowledge and skills of the FDES for a broader range of environmental 
stakeholders within the national statistical system. 

(2) The Face-to-face seminar: To deepen the technical knowledge and skill in producing, 
compiling, and disseminating environment statistics based on the FDES and to increase 
the understanding of the process to design national action plans. 

(3) The national workshops and on-site technical assistance: To identify the environmental 
indicators that are most relevant to country and link them to the environmentally-related 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicators, and finalize the national action plan in 
discussion with national stakeholders. 

 
Expected outcome At its completion, the current project is expected to accomplish:  
(1) The e-training: the awareness on the importance of the environment statistics is enhanced 

and good understanding on the FDES is increased in the region. 
(2) The Face-to-face seminar: the technical capacity of the primary target group (i.e. National 

Statistical Office and Ministry of Environment) to produce environment statistics based 
on the FDES is built up. 

(3) The national workshops and on-site technical assistance: the environment statistics of 
national priority are identified and agreed by stakeholders according to the FDES and the 
national action plan is finalized. 

 
Activities and timeline Below list summarizes the key activities to be undertaken for the current project with indicative 
timeline in the following table. 
 
Table 1: Working schedule 

Date/Time Activities May June July August September 2018 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
1. Design & Preparation                      
2. E-training                       
3. Assessments                      
4. Face-to-face seminar                      
5. Technical assistances                       

 
(1) Project design and E-training preparation: To prepare the concept note and to finalize the 

arrangement on role and responsibility of each agency; identify resource persons; to 
prepare the e-training program agenda, e-training materials, reading list, review 
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questions, and the assessments; one on the technical knowledge at the end of the e-
training and the other on data availability of the country, and test WebEx. 

(2) E-training: To deliver e-training on the FDES; assign reading materials, circulate review 
questions, record the e-training, and upload of e-training materials online. 

(3) Two assessments: To administer assessments on (i) technical knowledge based on e-
training and (ii) data availability in countries; identify countries to be invited for the 
Face-to-face seminar based on the assessment results. 

(4) Face-to-face seminar: To invite the countries who have passed assessments to the 
workshop; Face-to-face seminar; presentation of the Environment Statistics Self-
Assessment Tool (ESSAT); discuss what should go into a national environment statistics 
strategy. 

(5) National workshops and on-site technical assistance: national workshops; on-site 
assistance for data compilation, processing and dissemination; completion or analysis of 
the ESSAT; linking national indicators to the environmentally-related SDG indicators; 
finalization of the national action plan. 

 
Organization of the e-training sessions The e-training will be organized with 7 sessions over the course of 4 weeks (two sessions per one 
week, Tuesday and Thursday) each of which will be for 2 hours (one hour in English for 
Anglophone countries and another hour in French for francophone countries). At the end of each 
session, one or two papers or chapters will serve as a reading assignment and two to three 
questions will be sent to the participants for the purpose to review what has been learnt from the 
e-training presentations. At the completion of the 7 sessions, a final assessment will be 
conducted in about two to three hours to evaluate the level of technical knowledge and skills that 
participants have gained from the e-learning.  
 
Table 2: Tentative curriculum 

 Date  Session and Topic 
Tuesday, 6 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) Opening Session 
Thursday, 8 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 1:  - Presentation of the DA programme pillar II on environment statistics - Chapter 1: Overview of Environment Statistics – Characteristics and Challenges 
Tuesday, 13 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 2:  - Chapter 2: Conceptual Foundation and Structure of the FDES - Linking the FDES and the SDGs  
Thursday, 15 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 3:  - Chapter 3, Component 1 - Environmental Conditions and Quality 
Tuesday, 20 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 4:  - Chapter 3, Component 2 - Environmental Resources and their Use 
Thursday, 22 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English Session 5:  - Chapter 3, Component 3 - Residuals 
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 Date  Session and Topic 
9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 
Tuesday, 27 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 6:  - Chapter 3, Component 4 - Extreme Events and Disasters - Chapter 3, Component 5 - Human Settlements and Environmental Health 
Thursday, 29 June 2017 8:00-9:00 a.m. (New York Time) English 9:00-10:00 a.m. (New York Time) French 

Session 7:  - Chapter 3, Component 6 - Environmental Protection, Management and Engagement - Manual on the Basic Set of Environment Statistics  - The Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool (ESSAT)  
 
Beneficiaries and impacts The high rate of staff turnover in the NSO has been identified as one of major difficulties in 
capacity building in Africa. By employing the online platform for the training, the number of 
direct beneficiaries will not be limited to a few number of staff in NSOs and line ministries as 
was the case with off-line training programmes. The training material (presentation files and 
recordings of the e-training) available online will also allow the continuous learning beyond the 
completion of the current project. 
 
Contact persons Issues related to the organization and administrative arrangements of the project, please contact: 
Ms. InKyung Choi 
Associate Statistician 
African Centre for Statistics 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa 
E-mail : choii@un.org  
Tel. : +251-11-544 5401                                    

Ms. Ayalnesh Asrat 
Staff Assistant 
African Centre for Statistics 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa 
E-mail : asrat@un.org  
Tel.: +251-11-544 3735 

 
***  


